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Choir Director : Robin Perris

Our Mission Statement
Making available the fullness of Jesus Christ through singing and sharing gospel music.

Introduction

The Lakes Gospel Choir was founded by Robin and Michael Perris in 2003, as an ‘affinity group’ of
their local church. The aim of these groups is to offer friendship by doing activities in the
community with people through a common interest or hobby. Although the choir is Christian in
ethos and foundation, it is open to both Christians and non-Christians in order to share the
common joy of singing and the experience of its message. It is a community choir that is run by
volunteers and it welcomes a variety of ages and abilities. Many choir members have not
previously sung in choirs or read music but Robin believes that, through practice and experience,
the majority of people can sing in a group — especially gospel music.
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord..... Psalms 150, verse 6

Choir statistics 2008

Members 75

Committee 11

Trustees 4

Concerts 8
1% March — Salvation Army, Kendal
26" April - St Paul’s Church, Barrow
10" May - St Mary’s Church, Ambleside
28" June — Storth Fete, Storth
28" Sept - Low Wood Hotel with
evangelist Luis Palau
18" Oct — St Mary’s Church, Windermere
15" Nov, Kendal Parish Church
22" Nov, St Paul's Church, Barrow

From Robin Perris, Choir Director

#2008 was the choir’s final year rehearsing in
Heron Hall, Storth in Cumbria. We enjoyed
close networking and friendship with a 75
voice choir that grew in unity and excellence,
resulting in a fruitful year with moving
concerts. 2008 was particularly instrumental
for me being released to focus on the choir on a more full-time basis. This gave space for vision
and growth of the choir, both physically and spiritually. In October 2008, 22 members of the
choir enjoyed a trip to New York to attend the Brooklyn Tabernacle Music Conference. It was an
amazing experience that changed the life of many. At the end of 2008 we launched our monthly
choir prayer meetings to thank God for all He's done and be prayerful about the future (these
continue now as we seek to establish all that we do in prayer). A highlight for me was when the
choir sang two songs when world famous evangelist Louis Palau spoke at the Low Wood Hotel in
the Lake District and every choir member not already professing to be a Christian responded to an
invitation to Jesus that day. Many lives have been changed for ever.

Because He is the reason I sing!!!!” Robin
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From The Trustees

“The Trustees met four times this year.

In February, among other matters, we approved a Donations Policy; in April we approved the
Accounts for the financial year ended 31® December 2007; in July we discussed membership
types; and in September the Budget for the following year.

We were delighted to join in singing with the Choir during the AGM on 29" September and to
formally welcome Sue Blackman as a Trustee.

In discussing membership types, we came to realise just how many non-singing members
contribute to the smooth running of the choir, without whom we could not do what we do, for
example, but not exclusively, the Sound Team and the Refreshment Team. Thank you to you all.
We would also like to record our thanks to the Committee who run the choir on a day-to-day basis
and make our work so much easier due to their dedication, professionalism and heart for the choir
and all those involved.”
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